I have a few comments, from the point of view of an interviewer.

There is much that is very positive about this statement. What comes through strongly is that ** has made a choice, rather than just drifting into something, and that she's committed. There is no doubt that she knows what she's talking about/letting herself in for, having had the work experience etc. She also seems to be a nice person!

The main point I have is that she doesn't talk about her current studies at all ... maybe she hates studying ... how can I tell? But as an interviewer, I would want to be sure that she'll be able to cope with the academic side of things and the sheer workload involved. She will not get an offer based only on wanting to be a nurse and being a nice person. She will need to demonstrate she is academically able and enjoys the challenge of learning new things. The best way to do this is to include a paragraph saying something like:

"I am taking A levels in Toad Sexing, Frog Management and IT. This

combination covers a range of skills, and I have particularly enjoyed the design of an experiment to predict toad sex and using statistics and spreadsheets to analyse the data. In Frog Management, I was involved in setting up a frog breeding company, which required market analysis, time management and financial costings. My report was designed for an "MD" and "financial backers" and I also did a press release. It was very interesting to report the same basic ideas in a variety of formats. My A level in IT has given me a range of skills that have already proved useful in other areas; for example I was able to design a front end for a spreadsheet in Visual Basic that I used in Frogs."

Why is this good to put in? Well, it gives the interviewer a lot of entry points into the best aspects of **'s skills. He/she will be able to ask quite detailed questions about it, for which ** will have been able to prepare. For example, she could take along a screenshot or two of her work in IT and talk about how she did it, ditto her report on Frogs and the report on sexing. It gives a strong impression that ** can cope with academic work. The point about being able to communicate technical information to a variety of audiences will not escape the interviewer's notice either.

The statement is already long, so something will have to go. I suggest the first paragraph. Why are you telling the interviewer/admissions tutor what is happening in the field of nursing ... they already know this! The statement should be about ** ... the first paragraph is therefore padding, in fact adding nothing. I would replace it with the above, suitably transcribed to **'s A levels and expanded a bit.

Finally, the gap year could be construed as drifting/an indulgence. I would be a bit more definite about why you want to do this, if possible, and what you expect to get out of it. Otherwise it neutral; neither good nor bad.

