This is an excellent statement ... so here's how you can make it better!

With English for this type of thing, less means more. You will get more clarity if you simplify the English a bit and think about the order of the paragraphs. I have put some suggestions in the version below. This is shorter, and therefore gives you some space to include something "cultural"; reading this, I am in no doubt that you'd make an excellent science student, but you look a bit one-sided. What (serious) novels do you read, what sort of music do you like etc? (Do NOT put sci-fi or fantasy here - you'll look like some sort of wierdo if you do!) I would like to see a person who will be able to fit into any environment and be able to talk to a wide range of people, not just scientists. 

The statement.

I have always had a fascination with science and technology and plan a career in physics, possibly specialising in aerospace. I enjoy applied maths and physics, especially applying what I am learning to solve real-world problems, such as the engineering * Challenge when I was at * Grammar School. My team won the award for the best design! Later in the TLA (Three letter acronym) Engineering Challenge my team of four of won first prize and £1000 for the school’s Design and Technology department. I was also involved in the * Green Power Challenge. As a part of all these teams I provided technical knowledge and took the lead in providing practical advice. 

At 15 I had a work experience placement at * Ltd in their IT department. I really enjoyed this, learned a huge amount and was asked to come back during my holidays. For the last two years I have been responsible for managing the ? operating system, and providing support and informal training on the ? software for others in the team. Working in an IT team showed me a typical working environment and company structure. It also taught me about providing a service and communicating with company employees. I acquired a mass of practical knowledge about PCs and the systems involved in keeping a company’s computing network up and running. I have applied this to setting up a network of computers and printers at home. I am very keen on iMacs and use Apple technology (iPod and iTrip) to provide sound systems and playlists for social events. 

I chose to leave * Grammar at the end of my GCSE’s because although I had enjoyed it, I wanted to experience the more independent learning environment that * College could give me - to say nothing of the new social surroundings! I live in * with my grandparents during the week. I have certainly had to learn how to organise my own time and work load, putting me in good stead for university. I always strive to get the most out of my college work, especially in my maths, physics and chemistry A levels. Physics is especially fascinating and recently I took part in the Physics Olympiad Competition, getting a Merit Award and continuing on to the next round. Doing physics at an advanced level has really developed my interest and awareness of the physical world and I plan to make it a big part of my studies and career. 

Socially, college is also a lot of fun! <Drama/music/cultural events here such as "I have joined the frog sexing club, and we spend the weekends going up and down the banks of the Thames sexing frogs."> I also have a keen interest in SCUBA Diving and help at the college SCUBA club whilst working toward gaining my Advanced Open Water Diver certificate. I sail regularly and have gained my RYA Advanced Sailing Red and White, RYA Day Skipper, and RYA Power Boating level 2 certificates. I am currently working towards a Dinghy Instructors qualification. 

<Something to round it off now> I believe I have the sound base of mathematics, physics, chemistry and IT skills needed for university study and I am looking forward to learning more. <Are you doing an Industrial Training placement as part of your studies? If so, mention it here as the primary reason for choosing the particular degrees you have selected? Or are you choosing the course because it leads to chartered engineer status, a particular career or what ... give some evidence that you have good reasons for choosing these particular courses. Note that university admissions officers will see only their own university amongst your choices - not your other choices - but this part will be common and so need to apply to ALL your choices.>

