I am committed to pursuing my interest in Business Management and related topics at university. I am fascinated by the variety of factors that impact business performance and by the dynamics of people involved in organisations. My commitment has been influenced through my A Level studies and experience gained in the following three areas;  First, I gained a distinction award for Young Enterprise, where I was marketing director and sales manager providing leadership and innovative ideas for a successful company. Second, in 2002 I arranged work experience at ABC Marketing, a small marketing company which designs and promotes products on behalf of national companies. This was an invaluable introduction into Business life where I saw the whole business spectrum. I have taken further opportunities to gain exposure to the business environment whenever possible. For example, in July 2003 I spent a day at DEF Ltd, a large manufacturing industrial company, observing senior management practice. Third, since September 2002 I have undertaken paid employment at GHI, an independent bookshop. This has given me further insight into management techniques, sales and customer relations.  

I am well integrated into school life. I am a school prefect with responsibilities for PR and leading year 8 assemblies and mentoring younger pupils. I have demonstrated my ability to develop new relationships with people other than my immediate peers through my active involvement in the school 'Buddy System'. The training I have received has given me the ability to confidently tackle different situations in a responsible manner. I think that these are attributes that will prove useful in this degree course and university life.   

Additionally, I have obtained a bronze Duke of Edinburgh's award. I particularly enjoyed the service element to this where I worked in a Red Cross shop and I was able to witness business practice in action in the charitable sector. I have also achieved a Sustainable Design Award for my innovative project choice for A Level Product Design, which is being supported by professors at Loughborough University.   

In the summer I went on an Insight course at Exeter University, where I stayed in student halls, attended lectures and social events. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience it afforded me. We undertook many difficult team projects, which showed me the value of team work and decision making, something which I hope to carry through my whole career in business. Although I found some aspects of this week challenging I was able to frequently think beyond the familiar and 

prove my commitment and overall enthusiasm. This week has provided me with many transferable skills that I hope to develop through doing this degree course.  

Also, during my summer holiday, I went on a three week school expedition to Northern India. This was a character building experience that stretched me immensely. In particular, the importance of relying on other people and of group dynamics, was demonstrated to me. I was given leadership roles which involved guiding the team successfully and safely through difficult situations. I am proud of the fact that I rose to these new responsibilities, such as, negotiating transport, currency and the team budget, which were very challenging in a Third World country.   

I enjoy playing the saxophone and have done so for 6 years and play weekly in my church music group. I also relax through creative hobbies and aerobics.  

I believe that I have much to offer as an individual, and that I show dedication and tenacity to all that I undertake. I sincerely wish to continue my personal development and academic abilities in a university setting. 

